BRIEF ESSAYS

This kind of victory is one test of character cer-
tainly; but if it is the highest test by which to try
a man's claims to greatness, then is the world full
of silent heroes greater than either Johnson or
Carlyle. How many men and women receive an
avalanche of the ills of life upon their heads and
shoulders, and die and make no sign! How many
nameless *e old strugglers " there are in nearly every
community, who fight a losing battle with fortune
all their lives and utter no complaint! And it is
not always, or commonly, because they are made of
pure adamant: it is oftener because they are stolid
and insensible. If stolidity and insensibility are
terms too strong to apply to Johnson, yet we must
admit there was a kind of dullness and sluggishness
about him, which he in vain spurred with good
resolutions, and which shielded him from the acute
suffering that Carlyle's almost preternatural activ-
ity and sensibility laid him open to. If a man is
born constitutionally unhappy, as both these men
seem to have been, his suffering will be in propor-
tion to the strength and vividness of the imagination;
and Carlyle's imagination, compared with John-
son's, was like an Arctic night with its streaming
and flashing auroras, compared with the midnight
skies of Fleet Street.

Carlyle fought a Giant Despair all his life, and
never for a moment gave an inch of ground. In-
deed, so far as the upshot of his life was concerned,ng from youth
